Autopsy case of acute liver failure due to scrub typhus.
Scrub typhus (Tsutsugamushi disease) is an acute febrile disease caused by infection with Orientia tsutsugamushi transmitted by mites. Although patients with scrub typhus commonly display mild liver injury, few die of acute liver failure. We describe herein an autopsy case of acute liver failure due to scrub typhus, which was complicated by disseminated intravascular coagulation and showed rapid progression of liver injury just before death. Histopathological findings revealed submassive hepatocellular necrosis, inflammatory cell infiltration in Glisson's capsules, and sporadic fibrin thrombi in the hepatic sinusoids. Cause of death was primarily associated with acute liver failure related to disseminated intravascular coagulation.